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Introduction
2 composition of the Executive is not the only factor necessitating changes in

»stems. Changes in the nature and scope of the legislature also dictate changes in
. szems of government.

L

eptually speaking, the system of government as a form or method of
nistration in a political milieu, could be classified into Presidential.
amentary and Hybrid Systems depending on the constitutional conditionality of
e. Comparatively, there is no absolute similarity or convergence among political
1s of the countries in the World, and it is also permissible for a country to shift
one system of government to another depending on which best suits the
iling situation. This was the case of Nigeria that experimented with
nentarism, a system patterned after the order of British Westminster as a form
nial heritage where Dr. Nnamdi Azkiwe held sway as the ceremonial president
ir. Tafawa Balewa was the head of government. Also, the constitution drafting
ittee constituted by the military government recommended a presidential
for the country copied from the United States of America which ushered in the
I republic in 1979, where absolute power of administration and control was
d in the office of the President.

s

< chapter is however keen to provide a simple vet detailed explanation to freshmen
women students in Political Science and other social science classes in higher
ns the basic knowledge of Systems of government, a component part of
iction to Political Science. This is in most cases, an obvious requirement for
ar compulsory students as well as those in the advance levels. This chapter is
tore succinctly framed to assist students in the understanding of this topic.

sidential System of Government

ibub (2007) noted that the thrust of presidential democracies stems from the
stitutional demarcation between the executive and legislative arm of government.
¢ government headed by the President does not need any legislative suppori in
er to exist. Furthermore, presidential system of government or single executive is
in which the president is the head of state and head of government operates and
~crforms his/her functions independent of the legislature clearly defined by the
-onstitution, with a fixed tenure. In other words, the discharge of responsibilities of
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structure makes it possible for the several states to cooperate in matters of common
concernand also retain their separate identities.

Confederations are very rare in today's world. The Confederate State of America
(1861f1,865)“’is'oné'éXampl;e‘,in the past. A possible modern example is the European
Union (EI an assembly of 28 nations, mostly in Europe. Through its
i sns, the EU has established free trade among its members, launched a

), and coordinates the foreign trade and defense policies of its
the United Kingdom voted to exit from the EU for more
ion which is often referred to as ‘Brexit". (Ibeano & Kuna, 2016)
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Introduction :

The composition of the Executive is not the only factor necessitating changes in
systems. Changes in the nature and scope of the legislature also dictate changes in
systems of government.

Conceptually speaking, the system of government as a form or method of
administration in a political milieu, could be classified into Presidential,
Parliamentary and Hybrid Systems depending on the constitutional conditionality of
astate. Comparatively, there is no absolute similarity or convergence among political
systems of the countries in the World, and it is also permissible for a country to shift
from one system of government to another depending on which best suits the
prevailing situation. This was the case of Nigeria that experimented with
parliamentarism, a system patterned after the order of British Westminster as a form
of colonial heritage where Dr. Nnamdi Azkiwe held sway as the ceremonial president
and Sir. Tafawa Balewa was the head of government. Also, the constitution drafting

committee constituted by the military government recommended a presidential

system for the country copied from the United States of America which ushered in the

second republic in 1979, where absolute power of administration and control was.
vested in the office of the President.

This chapter is however keen to provide a simple yet detailed explanation to freshmen
and women students in Political Science and other social science classes in higher
institutions the basic knowledge of Systems of government, a component part of
introduction to Political Science. This is in most cases, an obvious requirement for
first-year compulsory students as well as those in the advance levels. This chapter is
therefore succinctly framed to assist students in the understanding of this topic.

Presidential System of Government
Cheibub (2007) noted that the thrust of presidential democracies stems from the

constitutional demarcation between the executive and legislative arm of government.
The government headed by the President does not need any legislative support in
_ order to exist. Furthermore, presidential system of government or single executive is
that in which the president is the head of state and head of government operates and

performs his/her functions independent of the legislature clearly defined by the
constituti

with jmsz(q d

words, the discharge of responsibilities of
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head of state and head of government is performed by one person. Insuch a system, the
chief'executive is not merely the titular or ceremonial head. but he Isthe real executive
and dispenses all the powers granted to him by the law governing the state
(Asirvatham & Misra, 2012). Presidential system of government can also be
explicated through the doctrine of separation of power, a principle that empowers the
three organs of government i.e the Legislature, the Executive and the Judiciary. Each
of them acts autonémously and within its own jurisdiction. As a matter of fact, the
principle of separation of powers remains the basics of presidential system, which
ensures that the legislature can hold the executive accountable.

The United States of America, as the originator remains a prime example of a pure

presidential system of government, with the US president being the head of state and

head of government at the same time. Other examples are Nigeria between 1979-

1983, and 1999 till date. Most of the Latin American States according to Mbah (2007).

are imitators of American presidentialism and other notable states globally such as

France. Mexico, etc practice this system of government. The crux of presidential

system is its emphasis on the personality and ability ofan individual, the President.

‘The chief features of the presidential system of government are:

1. The presidentis notdependent on the legislature or responsible to it
2. He is directly elected by people who have the power to vote and not by «the
legislature.

There is complete separation of powers between the executive, legislature and

judiciary.

4. The president is constitutionally empowered to appoint ministers and other
heads of parastatals and they are all responsible to, he also has the power to
disengage them, a case in point is the administration of President Goodluck
Jonathan.

5. The president cannot dissoive the legislature, also the legislature cannot
remove the president, except the president commits 1mpeccable offence.

(¥8)

Merits of Presidential System of Government

I. There is stability in government and continuity in policies because the
president is elected for a fixed term and can be re-elected fora second term in
office. President Muhamadu Buhari started his first term on May 29" 2015
and he began his second term on May 29", 2019,

2. It enhances promptness in decision making being that a singie person 1s
allocated with all powers, this will largely help a country in times of
emergencies.

3. Legislatures are likely to be less dominated by party spirit.

4. The presidential system is beneficial to a multi-ethnic state such as Nigeria
withdiverse interests.

5. The checks and balances system limit abysmal use of power which is a vital
indicator of a democratic government.

Demerits of Presidential System of Government ‘

1. The enormous powers constitutionally conferred on t‘he president can mak.e
the person occupying such office to become despotic and autocratic. This
lends credence to the toga of “power corrupts and absolute power corrupts
absolutely™. A typical example was the deploymeqt of military personnel by
the government of President Muhammadu Buhari to stop the #ENDSARS
protestin October 2020. ‘ . .

2. Thelack of sutticient knowledge on parliamentary duties by the executive can
lead to delay in ratification of appointments, approvals and even constant
deadlock between the legislature and the executive. A case in point was 'thc
protracted delay in the confirmation of the appoint‘ment of then EFCC Acting
Chairman Ibrahim Magu by the leadership of the 8" senate. ’ o

3. The president may renege on his/her election campaign promises bearing in
mind that he has a fixed term in office, and he can complete it provided he has
notviolated the laws of the land (Mbah, 2007). . N

4. The presidential system is not flexible and not easily adaptable to prevailing
situations. . 4 ‘

5. The existence of multiple committees serving oversight funchons in the
legislature, results to delay, confusion and avoidable conflicts between the
executive and legislature.

The Parliamentary System of Government ‘ ‘
Giannetti & Benoit (2009) in one of their influential gtudy a‘pFly Sllbn"xl;th{ that
parliamentary system of government is one which the prime minister and his/her
cabinet are accountable to any majority of the members of parliament and cun be
removed from office by the latter. In other words, it is a system of government in
which the prime minister and his/her executive (cabinet) is cpnsmuuqnallv,\‘
answerable to the legislature for all activities in government. Also, 1)3r1@uentar1 smis
that system of government in which the presidem‘is.a ceremonial head of state. bu{tllg
main power i.e executive power of government is in the hands thhg prime minister
with a group of ministers forming the cabinet, as was the case with N%gerla du;mg .thlc
first republic. In the same vein, Gberevbie (2012) observed that parlxaxngnta1‘1§W Ts 1
system of government that is made up of nominal head (?f state, gnd prime minister
holding the executive power of the state, and the headAot the lcabmet' Parllamemar)_
system of government is common globally, but the British parliament is the mother ol
all parliaments.

Features of Parliamentary System of Government - o o
I. There is a nominal head of state. As the name implies he‘/she performs
.ceremonial functions with restricted influence within the political space. this
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could be hereditary or elected. The head of state in a parliamentary system
holds the nomenclature of president as in Nigeria's first republic. Germany.
India or Monarch as in Japan and United Kingdom. among others.

The real executive function is performed by the prime minister and his cabinet.
they guide and control the administration of the state. For instance. Sir
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa led Nigeria delegation to United Nations as the 99"
member state in 1960.

Principle of collective responsibility is one of the chief features of
parliamentarism. In fhe spirit of the principle all government decisions are
collectively taken by all ministers “All the ministers swim or sink togcther™
For example. a working and capable minister may resign for the wrong of
others if they lose the confidence of the legislature.

There is confidentiality in government information because one party forms
the entire cabinet. This allows for secrecy of proceedings which is a principle
of parliamentary systen.

The prime minister or head of government has the puwer to dissolve the
parliament and order anew election.

The Merits of Parliamentary System of Government

L
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It allows harmonious working relationship between. the legislature and the
executive: this is a feat that is uncommon in the presidential system of
government where there could be frequent cases of deadlock n government
deliberations. The existence of unity of purpose between the cabinet and the
legislature will guarantee speedy delivery of governmental programs and
policies.

The opposition is readily available to checkmate and point out the tlaw s of the
government in power and subsequently serving as alternate government
Parliamentarism limits to a large extent, the arbitrary use of power e
incidence of dictatorship is out of place because it could attract a vote ot nu
confidence from the parliament. hence it restrain autocratic tendencies 1n
government.

Sensitization of executive in legislative duty. The system offers the executive
opportunity to participate in legislation because of the infusion of function
between both. it enables executive to take initiative in law making business.
Parliamentary system is less expensive to operate compared to presidential
system. The member of parliament forming the cabinet would to a large extent
reduced the cost of administration and governance

Demerits of Parliamentary System

I

Frequent and unexpected changes: A prime minister can change at any time.
with or without elections. According to Cheibub (1998) in his study of 291
parliamentary democracies. it was found that 163 prime ministers left offi

without election. a recent instance was formal British Prime minister',j'ﬁurcsn
May who took over from David Cameron in 2016 without elec;tjc'm The
problem associated with this is that it has the potential of disenffééchising
electorates to have a direct say in the election of their leader. o

2. The parliamentary system flagrantly violates the doctrine of separation of

power: The essence of this doctrine was to prevent arbitrary use of power by

the ruler, it finds its application in the principle of checks and balances among
the triple arms of government which is not so under the cabinet system.

Scholars are of the view that the system is distractive in the instance of

ministers performing both executive and legislative functions at the same

time, at the end of the one arm might suffer.

4. Executive arm of government is known for policy implementation, but the
workability of cabinet system makes the executive to depend on legislatures
and becoming parliament addendum, thereby making governance moribun

5. Opposition parties too frequently oppose every. move by the ruling pariy ju
for the sake of opposition thereby constituting a clog in the wheel
governance.

[95)

Hybrid System
hyvbrid system of government is one that has the
‘dentialism and parliamentarism. It is also important to ste
mes that contains some elements of one and some elemen
eby hybrids, it's instructive to mention also that this aspec
| thar is less traveled by scholars of comparative poiitics. 1
ing 1l | consensus on how to offer definition o ¢
ly gaining currency and accepiability among democr
. against the back sit it occupied in the 43's when a han
inland, and Iceland practiced it (L 7). Under tins

sideni and 1

recte
be combined and co-
presidency with a prime minist
the practice under this systein.

y elected-and powerful
o assembly confidence is

Shugart {2005) identified three major characteristics of hybrid system as one. a
president who is popularly elected by the electorate, this appears like the
presidentialism with a fixed tenure and constitutional power to act without ti:
confidence of the legislature. although this differs across regimes. Secondly. the
pr‘esidcm that has considerat authority in that the person occupying the office
of the president is consti allv empowered to deploy considerable authority
yithe politient-svstepn--The-third--characterization aptly incorporates the

¥
T
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iple of the parliamentary system of the existence of a prime minister
fidence of the assembly majority. However, I argue that
' d system, we must draw a parallel between the
d parliamentary system of government.
s pros.and cons just like two other dominant political
liamentary. For instance, the hybrid system in the view
letailed and intelligent decision making in that member of
ion making function with a clear stakeholder's mentality with

1 rightly captured the heterogenous nature of Nigeria society and serve as legal ani. i

| tostabilizethepolity. . - e KE ey v i

- Of the three, Nigeria is yet to test the workability of the hybrid system, a system that

- allows for “dual executive” heads. Findings have revealed that it may mot offer a
promising alternative to parliamentarianism and presidentialism in Nigeria because
of the ethnic rivalry and competition among groups that constituted the country. - L
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