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Abstract:
In developing countries like Nigeria, despite the much-reliance on the Agri-sector for economicgrowth, food security,
poverty reduction, and Eco-sustainability, the amount of annual post-harvest losses from agricultural products such as
sweet potatoes has hit about half of its production level. This necessitated the conduct of this study in Kwara State,
Nigeria to investigate the effect of post-harvest losses on the food security status of sweet potato producers using a
multistage sampling technique and a semi-structured questionnaire to elicit information from sweet potato farmers. This
information was analyzed with the aid of descriptive statistics, budgetary techniques, and multiple regression. Among
other things, the result showed that eight (farming experience, marital status, educational level, household size,
farmer's association, amount of credit used, variety of sweet potato, and total farm size) out of the twelve independent
variables utilized in the model had a positive effect on the post-harvest loss, this suggests that all these variables
contribute towards reducing post-harvest losses. The study recommends that policy actions geared at ensuring ready
markets for sweet potatoes be put in place to decrease post-harvest losses and improve the living standard of sweet
potato producers.

Published in: 2023 International Conference on Science, Engineering and Business for Sustainable Development
Goals (SEB-SDG)

Date of Conference: 05-07 April 2023

Date Added to IEEE Xplore: 22 May 2023

 ISBN Information:

DOI: 10.1109/SEB-SDG57117.2023.10124583

Publisher: IEEE

Conference Location: Omu-Aran, Nigeria

Authors 

References 

Keywords 

Metrics 

I. Introduction
Approximately one-third of the global food production today is lost, wasted, or thrown away due to the inefficiency
of humans to control the food chain [1]–[3], amounting to around 1.3 billion tons per year [4], [5]. Additionally,
approximately 30% to 40% of global food crops produced go unconsumed due to mechanical damage, rottenness
as well as pests, and diseases that affect harvested crops [6], [7].
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