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Strong states may be distinguished from weak
ones, and weak states from failed or collapsed
states. Strong states unquestionably control their
territories and deliver a full range and a high
quality of political goods to their citizens. They
perform well according to indicator like GDP per
capita, the UNDP Human development Index,
Transparency International’s Corruption
Perception Index, and Freedom of the World
Report, Strong states offer high levels of security
from political and criminal violence, ensure
political freedom and civil liberties, and create
environments conducive to the growth of
economic opportunity. Weak states include a
broad continuum of states that are inherently
weak because of geographical, physical, or
fundamental economic constraints; weak states
are basically strong but temporarily or
situationally ~ weak  because of internal
antagonisms,  management  flaws, greed,
despotism, or external attacks, and a mixture of
the two. Weak states typically harbor ethnic,
religious and linguistic tensions. In a failed state,
government troops battle armed revolts led by
one or more rivals. The official authorities in a
failed state face two or more insurgencies,

varieties of civil unrest, different degrees of
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communal discontent and a plethora of dissent
directed at the state and at groups within the
state. It is not absolute intensity of violence that
identifies a failed state. Rather, it is the enduring
character of that violence as in Angola, Burundi,
Sudan and Nigeria. In a failed state there is no

modicum of order (Rotberg, 2003)

The factors identified above by Rotberg as the necessary pre-
conditions for strong states to emerge in the international system are not
evident in Nigeria. The symptoms of failed states are evident in Nigeria. No
wonder, different scholars especially Rotberg, 2003, predominantly focused
on Africa in their theoretical postulations. However, scholars note that there
are also many states in the international system that have some of the features
mentioned by Rotberg and are therefore at risk of complete state failure, but
have not quite crossed the threshold (Piazza, 2008; p.12). Scholars refer to
these states as "weak states" (Rotberg 2002), or "quasi-states" (Lambach
2004).

Similarly, addressing the problems of failed or weak states will
definitely yield humanitarian and security dividends for the international
system. United States policymakers regard faiied and failing states such as
Afghanistan, Somalia and Nigeria to be the festering incubators of terrorism,
and lament that for too long United States foreign policy has ignored the
threat that these types of states pose to international order and national

security. “Post September 11"

national security documents explicitly describe
failed state as safe havens for terrorists” (US Department of State, 2010,

Navarro& Spence, 2001).
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Making the question of how to tackle the problem of state failure a big
challenge of the 21° century; as Krieger and Daniel (2011) observe that:
Since the attacks on the US on September 11,
2001, politicians and the public have tried to
bring to light the factors that incite terror. The
then US President George W. Bush (2002)
argued that there is a vicious circle of
disenfranchisement, state failure and terror,
stating that persistent poverty and oppression
can lead to hopelessness and despair. Failed
states can become havens for terror. The media
and the public were highly receptive to the lines
of argumentation that linked terror to socio-
economic and political underdevelopment.
Accordingly, policy measures have been
advocated  that  aim at  alleviating
underdevelopment, e.g., by reducing socio-
economic strain or political instability. For
instance. the then German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroder (2003) argued that to address the root
causes of terrorism and insecurity, we must
ensure social and material but also cultural

security (Krieger and Daniel, 2011).

The Failed State Index annually compiled by the Fund for Peace and
Foreign Policy Magazine, ranks nations of the world from most failed to least

likely failed (Benjamin, etal: 2012). In line with Failed States Index, Nigeria
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ssently been featured as a state on the brinks of total collapse. In
vears after the outbreak of Boko Haram, Nigeria was ranked as
on the list which makes it close to other countries that have
total collapse in recent time (Foreign Policy. 2011\
+. this was as a result of incessant crises of various magnitudes in
worruption, electoral violence, infrastructure squalor, institutional
solitical instability, among others, which have propelled the
¢ violence and terrorism in the country. Benjamin et al observe
has been a general discontent in the country from an army of
espondent, impoverished, or aggrieved citizens, some of whom are
increasingly choosing a terrorist path.” (Benjamin e a/, 2012).

ever, the outbreak of Boko Haram’s bomb attacks in some parts
v is symbolic of the sustained and holistic failures of successive
in Nigeria. Boko Haram has taken the opportunity of these
= recruiting the affected youths to pursue their tyrannically cynical
Soko Haram exploits the porosity of Nigerian borders to smuggle

<ophisticated ammunition to destabilize the state. (Onapajo and Ufo

Sasberg (2003) notes that, in a fragile state; there is a tendency for

= criminal violence which further weakens the state authority. He
=wees that fragile states are usually associated with tensed, deeply
and dangerous warring factions which most times lead to
of law and order, increased humanitarian disaster, which concerns
» e people directly affected, but also others in the country as well as
= neighboring states. The ethnic genocide in Rwanda and the Balkans
of Haitians in Florida can hardly be ignored by the international

because of its dire humanitarian crises. The conflicts,
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humanitarian crises, human right violations, constitute to the g

impact of fragile states (Pape, 2003).
In a similar vein, Collier et al (2003) identify three rippie
emerge from armed conflict in a fragile state: they are the internat
result of the burdens of internally displaced persons, the regional
result of the burden of refugees influx) and the global effect (a5 &
cnarge of regisiermg schoo) Omidren wWnom have been Mispraced)
Omotola, 2017). The sectarian conflict in Mali has increased human
crisis since 2012, where thousands of IDPs compete for scarce resource
food insecurity constitutes a major challenge to the Malian governn
term of prompt and adequate response to humanitarian crises. The
conflict in Somalia has created food insecurity, limited access to clean
sanitation and hygiene, limited access to medical facilities, outbre
diseases and sexual violence. Central African Republic is not an excey
armed conflict which has led to humanitarian crisis. The total popula
need of assistance is about two million, including 533,000 IDP
responses of CAR government have been in the provision of an int
life-saving assistance particularly to internal displaced persons (ID
reinforce the protection of civilian, rebuild affected communities re:
and to provide reconciliation and rehabilitation for CAR refugees.
Education is an integral part of humanitarian responses to
conflict because education provides cognitive protection by sup
intellectual development (Krueger& Meleckova, 2003, Anderson &
2002). The international agencies with collaboration with variot
governments have been responsible for formal education program
refugees and internal displaced persons in various camp settings to |

rehabilitation through different educational programmes such as

122




image12.jpeg
Journal of Political Inquiry Vol. 6 Issue 1 Oct., 2022

international in Afghanistan, Kenya, Sudan and Zambia. The Demobilization,
Disarmament and Rehabilitation programme (DDR) constitutes another
humanitarian response programme with education as a focus aimed to protect
school-aged children, youths and adults who have suffered from armed
conflicts. The programme has been successful in Somalia, Rwanda and
Sudan.

The Magnitude of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and its Impacts on
the BAY States

Humanitarian crisis is the most dangerous and severe impact of Boke
Haram obnoxious attacks. It is similar to the civil war years when
malnourished and starving children surfaced in Nigeria which the
International community observed with utmost trepidation (Mohammed.
2016). Since 2009, Nigeria has seen high profile conflict owing to Boke
Haram crisis in the North-East states of Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe
and Yobe.

The incessant attacks from Boko Haram crisis and counter military
responses have unavoidably resulted in the displacement of people across the
troubled states. However, since the beginning of the crisis in 2009, most
especially the fall out of consistent attacks conducted by Boko Haram has led
to a major humanitarian crisis in the BAY states. The intensification of
attacks, as well as the counter insurgency activities has resulted in chronic
insecurity and violations of human rights and humanitarian standards.
exacerbating the plights of vulnerable civilians and triggering waves of forced
displacement. As pointed above, there are estimated 7 million people in need
of humanitarian assistance in Nigeria including 2.3 million displaced by Boko
Haram, apart from additional 3 Million people that remain trapped in an
insecure area as at 2015 (PCNI, 2016). It is also estimated that about 25,000

123




image13.jpeg
Journal of Political Inquiry Vol. 6 Issue 1 Oct., 2022

people have been killed within the six years of Boko Haram crisis
Northeast (IOM, 2015). Some estimates are much higher, Governor
Shettima of Borno State, put the figure at a whopping of 1
(Mohammed, 2016).
As estimated by the International Organization for Migration.
percentage of the total population displaced in 2015, 2016 and so far in
has been increasing steadily. Only 10% of people were displaced before
77% were displaced since 2014 as the crisis reached its climax; 74% of
IDPs have been displaced once, while 14% displaced twice,5% of the
have been displaced four or more times (DTM, 2016, p.3).The scenario
created classification for IPDs as we now have primary and seco
displacements. However, about 34% of IDPs were displaced from the I
government area of Bama, 12% from Gwoza and 11% from Mafa in
State (JOM, 2016). The top three Loca) Government Areas (Bama.
and Mala) were the worst n tne ;eg\b“.\,mgts\yhyw\'?;\'\w\\% R
Eomo State with 78%, Adamawa 8% while Yobe is 6% (DTM, 20165
5 3 million IDPs in the region, Borno State accounts for 1,794,000; A
has 184,000 while Yobe State has 138,000 IDPs; while non BAY states
responsible for 184,000.

However, the figure revealed that 2014 was a dangerous year for
people in the North-East as the period witnessed the highest number
displacement of persons in the region because of consistent attacks owing
Boko Haram ecrisis. As part of the giant attempt to understand the scope
displacement and assess the needs of affected populations in  north
Nigeria, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) st

implementing its Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) program
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September 2014 in collaboration with the National Emergency Management

Agencies (NEMAs).

Figure 1: Number of IDP per State
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Source: (IOM) DTM, 2016.
Figure 2: IDPs and Refugees in the Region Due to Boko Haram Crisis.
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Source: (IOM) DTM, 2016.

However, out that out of the 2.3 million IDPs, 54% are females, 46%
are male, 56% of the IDP population are children (0-18 years), 54% of
children in the IDP population are female, 46% of children in the IDP

population are male, 9% of the IDP Population are infant less than 1 year old,
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while 7% of the population are over 60 years (IOM, 2016). Also, it was
observed in IDPs camps across the North-East that about 1500 pregnant
women gave birth almost on daily basis as at 2015. Basically, 96% of the
IDPs were displaced because of the unabated Boko Haram crisis in the North
East, while 4% were displaced because of communal clashes in the North
East and natural disaster (IOM, 2016).

Some of the IDPs interviewed in Borno, Adamawa and Yobe
attributed their displacements to Boko Haram crisis. The displacement of
children from their homes has created huge problem for the region and
Nigerian government, and these children are no doubt “out of school”. Record
shows that Northern Nigeria has the highest number of “out of school™
children in Africa. According to the statistics, India, Nigeria and Pakistan
have the highest figures for out-of-school children globally (Mojeed, 2022).
Prior to Boko Haram crisis, Nigerian government, in association with diverse
international organizations had been stepping up campaigns and strategies to
get “out of school children” back to their various classrooms. The low literacy
rates are further exacerbated by the number of children who are displaced.
separated from families or orphaned. The large number of displaced teachers.
and schools that have been destroyed or closed owing to the violent attacks in
the area, targets the very education that is Nigeria’s best hope.

Also, there are serious implications for future stability as the human
capital of upcoming generations is compromised. North East Nigeria has
faced an emergency rooted in access to education. Statistics also revealed that
19,000 teachers were displaced in the North-East; 611 teachers were killed:
1,200 schools were damaged or destroyed; 2,000 children were abducted.
aban from Chibok girls; 10,000 people were forced to join Boko Haram:
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13,000 churches were destroyed and 1,500 schools were closed as a result of
Boko Haram crisis in the region (UNOCHA, 2016).

This has denied 600,000 children access to learning since 2013
(PCNI, 2013). However, in IDP camps, 75% of children did not attend school
and while 1.4 Million IDP children were in need of child protection services
(PCNI, 2016). In a similar vein, Ministry of Health released a devastating
figure in 2015 that, Nigeria was projected to lose at least 80 children a day
from Borno State (Ministry of Health, 2015). Malnutrition has, as a matter of
fact, killed lots of children in Northern Nigeria, even before the advent of the
Boko Haram crisis, but the situation became more alarming during Boko
Haram crisis. As pointed out by UNICEF, from January 2015, UNICEF
admitted and treated 47,423 children in Borno, Adamawa and Yobe States for
acute malnutrition (PCNI, 2016). Also, the United States Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of African Affairs laments that, Boko Haram’s savagery, murder,
rape, kidnapping, enslavement, extortion and destruction-seemingly has no
bounds or limits. Boko Haram’s members used children in attacks; bombed
places of worship, both Muslims and Christians and they bombed busy
commercial centre and raid local communities.

The study also observed that most of the displaced persons are within
their states of origin. 99% of the IDPs in Borno, which hosts the largest
number of IDPs among all the affected states, originated from fSomo. The
largest proportion of the population of displaced persons in Adamawa was in
Adamawa and this was the same for Yobe. Statistics also revealed that 9.1
million people were confronted with food insecurity syndrome in Borno,
Adamawa and Yobe states, 4.4 million were in urgent need of food assistance

as at 2015 (OCHA, 2016a).
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Table 1: Location of Displacement and Place of Origin of IDPs by State as at 2015

State of origin | Adamawa Bauchi Gombe Taraba Yobe Borno
Adamawa 2% % % % % %
‘Bauchi 0% 9% 0% 0% 0% %
Borno 38% % 59% TT% 8% 99%
ateau 0% 26% 0% 0% 0% %
Taraba 0% % 0% 80% 0% 0%
Yobe % 12% 34% 0% 62% 0% J
Nassarawa 0% % 2% 3% 0% 0%
Kaduna 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% %

Source: Fieldwork, compiled from PCNI Reports, 2016.

In Borno, 61% of the displaced people were living in host
communities, which put additional strain on the capacity of these
communities to continue to host them, (UNOCHA Report 2016). The
communities themselves were denuded of food owing to the unabated crisis
thereby, exposed both the guest and host to a danger of food insecurity. Alse.
39% were resided in displacement sites; 11% of IDPs in Yobe and 8% in
Adamawa were living in camps and camp like settings (IOM, 2015). Food
insecurity and scarcity continues to be a major concern which some of the
Internally Displaced Persons considered as their major unmet need. Sheltes
and medical services were identified as second and third unmet need among
the accessible Internally Displaced Persons, Sanitation hygiene and security
were also lamented as their fundamental concern both in the transitionat
centers, collective settlements and other camps.

The precipitous resurgence of wild polio virus two years after Nigeria
had declared itself polio free was also a fall out of Boko Haram conflict. This

case was reported in conflict areas which constrained the health workers &
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properly manage the situation, Also, Boko Haram had serially campaigned
against the polio vaccine and al] forms of vaccination. The Human Rights
Watch (2016), exposed an embarrassing situation of serial sexual abuse of
women in IDP camps by camps officials. Gender-based violence is seriously
meted upon this vulnerable groups by military and Civilian Joint Task Force.
It is also worrisome that most of the Internally Displace Persons were not
only displaced but also lost their businesses and sources of livelihood such as
farms, livestock and fishing sources. The lucrative trade in fish and fish
products on the shores of Lake Chad, the pepper and tomatoes trade on
Nigeria-Niger border were all blocked and halted for several years. Women
and girls who have been abducted by Boko Haram but were rescued or
ransomed returned pregnant or with children born in captivity.

Similarly, that there had been reported cases of abduction in the North
cast before the Chibok incidence. There were several thousands of young
boys and girls forcefully taken in their sleep from schools, homes and farms.
In many cases, villages were sacked, police stations and posts overrun by
these insurgents, leaving villagers to their fate, This was a common situation
for years and living inside the forests of Borno was far much safer for
residents than their homes and villages.

The greatest number of camps were identified in Borno State. the epic
center of Boko Haram with about (126) both official and unofficial camps,
followed by Adamawa (21),Yobe (5). However, there were categories of
camp in the North East (1) Camp: Open-Air Settlements, usually made up of
tents, where IDPs find accommodation(2) Collective centers/settlements are
pre-existing buildings and structures used for collective and communal
settlements of the displaced population (3) Transitional centers: Centers that

provided short term/temporary accommodation for the displaced population.
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The majority of sites were often categorized as collective settlements.
Similarly, the percentage of land ownership occupied by IDPs in the North-
East was also observed. Only 2% of sites are community-owned. 15% are
private buildings and most 83% are located on lands owned by the public or
government (IOM, 2015).Borno State has the soaring numbers of sites, most
were informal (98 out of the 126 sites in Borno were informal and 18 out of
21 in Adamawa were informal). Similarly, out of 5 sites in Yobe, three were
informal. Consequently, the study revealed that informal Camps are more

than formal camps in all the BAY states.

Types of Shelter in IDPs Sites in the North-East
Figure 10 HH Living outside (No Shelter)

HH Living Outside (no shelter)
12%

10%
10%
8%

6%

4%

% of HH with no shelter

2%
2%
0% _- =

ADAMAWA BORNO YOBE

HH Living in Market Shelters
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Source: TM Displacement Matrix, 2016

Figure 11: HH with Access to Safe Cooking Facilities
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setun. However, the study concluded that the poor

. ¢ IDPs camps across the region has the tendency of creating

2 Boko Haram in the future.

Snal analysis, the study observed that one of the most far

of Boko Haram crisis is the enormous scale of forced
“hat it has caused over the years, which has placed Nigeria as
COUTEY TR SOt R e s anees RS RNex Seha @
ia. As government military operations intensified and Boko Haram
on were pushed out of towns and Into rura) areas, displacement ineTeasel

s 1o v and food production was disrupted. However, IDPs in their

o F2ond _anormaous shollennes p arressine basic services and
assistance 1 most areas. Afso, forced displacement creafes 4
of serious secondary effects, including physical and psychological
“suma and social and economic hardship, as well as the condition for
possible radicalization and polarization. Displacement exacerbates the already

existing conditions for poverty and deprivation and its effects are felt not only
by the displaced themselves, but in the communities in which they ook
refuge.

: Also, conflict related psycHological trauma is widespread. wihie
mental health services are limited. Psychological and memtal heaith
interventions are needed, including special care for survivors and child abuse.
There are only three mental health facilities in the region and no referral
mechanism to link the affected population to these facilities, and sufficient
psychotropic drugs were not available free of charge. Such widespread
psycho-social needs, especially when it was not addressed, can have serious
impacts on health, wellbeing, employability, and the emergence of new

patterns of violence, including domestic violence, as well as sexual and
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gender based violence, long after the current period of violent conflict has

ended.
As the conflict intensified, the prevalence of sexual and gender-b

violence has escalated dramatically in the North-East. Women and girls
vulnerable to rape, exploitation and forced marriage due to the conflict
resulting displacement coupled with the existing high rates of dom
violence and early marriage. The women and girls abducted by Boko H
}r were often raped, forced into marriage, labour, religious conve
physically, sexually, emotionally abused, and consequently are hi
vulnerable, or exposed to sexually transmitted  infections, and ©
impregnated by their captors. The wave of violence and displacement in
North-East coupled with the long term-social processes, have undermi
gender norms and child rights and created a power shift between generati
The unabated crisis has broken communities and families, throwing up ¢

number of nonconventional households headed by women, children or el

people.
However, social cohesion has been seriously affected by the B

Haram crisis in the North-East. The unlimited geographic spread and
levels of violence that have characterized the North East conflict, coup

with the limited effectiveness of formal and informal mechanisms to ¢

the violence, have resulted in widespread levels of suspiciousness, mistrust
and stigma along ethnic, religious, political and geographic lines. The social
fabric in the North-East has been deeply damaged. The social relations have
been eroded between the citizens and government, down to ethnic clans.
communities and even extended families. Also, the repeated but unpredictable
incidence of brutal violence has led to fragmentation along the religious.

ethnic or other cultural fault lines. The authorities of traditional institutions
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and community — level conflict management mechanism such as Local
Government Councils, local courts and religious institution have been eroded.

However, from the above analysis, it is evident that Boko Haram
has opened a new page of humanitarian crises in Nigeria occasioned by bomb
attacks, roadside shootings of various magnitudes with the violence showing
no sign of abating. The sect became more volatile and highly radicalized afier
the extra judicial killing of its leader Mohammed Yusuf. Boko Haram has
transnational effects in terms of its victims and perpetrators. It has
consistently put Nigeria on the terrorist watch list of US as well making the
country to be walking on the brinks of collapsed states. The socio-economic
implications of Boko Haram cannot be adequately quantified without the
parameter of humanitarian crises orchestrated by Boko Haram. Nigeria has
become a volatile region without any attractions to foreign investors while the
numbers of Internally Displaced Persons are on increase almost on daily
basis, since poverty has been accustomed to be the drawing forces of Boko
Haram while economic depletion and social vices remained the multiplier
effects of terrorism in Nigeria.

Apart from Nigerian civil war (1967-1970), no other single event of
complex emergency in the country has been as debilitating as Boko Haram
insurgency in terms of humanitarian crisis (Okoli and Loter 2014).The
humanitarian crises of Niger Delta cannot be compared with the one
orchestrated by Boko Haram, the humanitarian consequences of Boko-Haram
in terms of scope, degree and diversity have been historically remarkable and
unprecedented (Okoli and Loter 2014), since Boko Haram started their
operations, life in the region has been characteristically nasty, brutish and
poor. The above scenario has created an atmosphere of civil siege and vitality

leading to live hood crisis, human security crisis; it is of course a truism that
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the north has had a devastating effect on families and livelihood of many
economic groups. The massive destruction of infrastructure, the destruction
telecommunication facilities and frequent attacks on market and busin
short business hours have contributed to the high level of humanitarian
(Okoli and Loter, 2014).

Other devastating impacts of Boko Haram mindless attack could
seen in the area of population displacement and refugee debacle as poi
above. Base on the statistic available, the eighty five percent of people
are currently displaced was as a result of Boko Haram attacks the remains
fifteen percent could be associated with natural disasters. The humani
crises orchestrated by Boko Haram have gained international attention.
pointed above there were over 2.3 million in different internally displaces
camps across the North East, with official and unofficial IDPs and camps
across the federation where over one thousand five hundred women gave birte
almost on daily basis at 2015. This awkward situation prompted the United
Nation to put in their budget in 2016 the sum of $58 million to assist IDPs in
Nigeria (PCNI, 2016). The worst humanitarian crises of Boko Haram
insurgency have been its tolls on human life and safety. The National
Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) laments that IDPs in Maiduguri
alone consumed 1800 bags of rice on daily basis as at 2015. The recent
occurrences indicate that members of Boko Haram have exhibited more brutal
efficiency in their campaign of terror.

Concluding Reflections

The study has revealed some findings on humanitarian crises. The
Boko Haram conflict has created pool of blood in the North-East. The region
with an estimated population of 23.6 Million about 14% of Nigerian

population had about 2.3 Million displacements, a figure that represents 6
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percent of the total global IDP population of 38 million IDPs as at 2015.
There were pools of IDPs that government did not know their whereabouts.
About 176,000 are taking refuge in the neighboring countries (IOM, 2016).

Boko Haram was also responsible for the deaths of 25 to 100 thousand
people in the region. The percentage of the population displaced in 2015,
2016 and 2017 increased steadily. Only 10% of people were displaced before
2014. 77% were displaced since 2014 as the crisis reached its climax. 74% of
the IDPs have been displaced once; while 14% displaced twice; 5% of the
IDPs have been displaced four or more times. The study observed that there
were secondary and primary displacements. However, about 34% of IDPs
were displaced from the local government area of Bama, 12% from Gwoza
and 11% from Mafa in Borno State. The findings revealed that the top three
Local Government Areas (Bama,Gwoza and Mafa) were the worst-hit in the
region. Largest population is located in Borno State having 78%, with
Adamawa 8% and Yobe is 6%. Out of 2.3 million IDPs in the entire region,
Borno State contains for 1,794,000, Adamawa has 184,000 while Yobe State
has 138,000 IDPs, while non-BAY states are responsible for 184,000. The
findings also revealed that 2014 was a dangerous year for the people in the
North-East, being the period that witnessed the highest number of
displacements of persons in the region. The study also discovered that out of
the 2.3 million IDPs, 54% were female; 46% were male; 56% of the IDP
populations were children (0-18years); 54% of children in the IDP population
were female; 46% of children in the IDP populations were male; 9% of the
IDP populations were infants, with age less than 1 year old; and 7% of the
population are over 60 years.

In a similar vein, 19,000 teachers were displaced in the North-East;

611 teachers were killed; 1,200 schools were damaged or destroyed; 2,000
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children were abducted, apart from the widely known Chibok girls’
abduction; 10,000 people were forced to join Boko Haram; and 13,000
churches were destroyed. Also, 1500 schools were closed as a result of Boko
Haram crisis in the region. The crisis has also denied 600,000 children access
to learning since 2013. In the IDPs camps across the region, 75% of children
did not attend schools and currently 1.4 Million children urgently require
child protection services. Basically, Boko Haram’s savagery, murder, rape.
kidnapping, enslavement, extortion and destruction-seemingly has no bounds
or limits.

The greatest number of camps were identified in Borno State, the
epicenter of Boko Haram with about 126 both official and unofficial camps.
followed by Adamawa (21), Yobe (5). However, there were categories of
camp in the North-East (1) Camp: Open-Air Settlements, usually made up of
tents, where IDPs find accommodation (2) Collective Centers /Settlements of
the displaced population (3) Transitional Centers: Centers that provide short
term/temporary accommodation for the displaced population. The majority of
sites were categorized as collective settlements. The percentage of land
ownership occupied by the IDPs in the North-East was also revealed in the
sfudy. Only 2% of sites are community-owned.15% are private buildings and
most 83% are located on lands owned by the public or government. Borno
state has the soaring number of sites, most were informal (98 out of the 126 in
Borno were informal and 18 out of 21 in Adamawa were informal). Similarly,
out of 5 sites in Yobe, three were informal.

In the final analysis, the study revealed that one of the most far
reaching effects of Boko Haram crisis is the enormous scale of forced
displacement that has been caused over the years; and this has placed Nigeria

as the third country in the world with the largest number of IDPs after Syria
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and Colombia. However, persons in IDPs in their different sites faced
enormous challenges in accessing basic services and humanitarian assistance
in most areas. Forced displacement creates a range of serious secondary
effects, including physical and psychological trauma and social and economic
hardships, as well as the condition for possible radicalization and polarization.
As conflicts intensified, the prevalence of sexual and gender-based violence
has escalated dramatically as at 2015 in the North-East. Women and girls
were vulnerable to rape, exploitation and forced marriage due to the conflicts
and resulting displacement coupled with the existing high rates of domestic
violence and early marriage. The study also revealed that social crisis has
dovetailed into serious economic crisis as Boko Haram crisis has exerted both
direct and indirect effects on the economy of the region and the entire nation.
Boko Haram crisis has also resulted in extensive damages to the economic

nerve of the region.
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Abstract
The devastating attacks choreographed by the Al-Qaeda against the militars
architecture of the US on September 2001, consummated a new form of %
terrorism all over the world. Since the September 11 event, terrorism has
assumed a notorious dimension in different regions across the world. Within
Jfew years of the American calamitous experience, Boko Haram emerged in
Nigeria. The outbreak of Boko Haram crisis and its incessant attacks in the
BAY states of Borno, Adamawa and Yobe have inevitably placed Nigeria as
one of the most terrorized countries in the World. These attacks by Boko
Haram are conducted to create humanitarian crises. Since Boko Haram
began its nefarious operations, millions of people have been displaced from
their various homes in the BAY States while majority of people moved in
drove to secure safety in the neighbouring countries. The paper explores the
magnitude of humanitarian crises and their impacts on the BAY States from
2009 10 2015. Using secondary source of data collection and key informant
interviews (KII).The secondary data includes the use of journals, books,
newspapers and web-based materials. The key informant interviews involve
the selection of individuals that are germane to the study; the selection was
done through snowballing and convenience sampling. The data generated
was analyzed qualitatively through discourse and content analyses. The study
reveals that the impacts of Boko Haram crisis have posed a serious danger on
the future stability of BAY states with dire humanitarian catastrophe.
However, the study recommends gradual reintegration and comprehensive
rehabilitation of victims into the society.

Keywords: Humanitarian Crises; I DPs; Refugees; Boko Haram; BAY States;
North East
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Introduction

The North-East region of Nigeria, comprising Borno, Adamawa.
Yobe, Baauch, Gombe and Taraba States, has been ravaged by the Boko
Haram terrorist group since 2009. This crisis has created an unprecedented

humanitarian catastrophe in the region as considerable numbers of people

were grossly affected by the unabated crisis. The region has an estimated

population of 23.6 Million, about 14% of Nigeria’s population as at 2012
(National Bureau of Statistics, 2012). The region has become a theater of
conflicts since 2009. Apart from the humanitarian catastrophe created by the
Boko Haram, considerable numbers of people have lost their lives in the BAY |
(acronym for Borno Adamawa and Yobe) states in particular. Worse still.
before the current administration assumed power, Boko Haram had
conveniently captured 22 local governments in the region and they had
hoisted their flags and called the areas their caliphate. The region in the most
recent time has borne the brunt of human causalities, loss of property and
diminished livelihoods as a result of Boko Haram crisis. The BAY states of
Borno, Adamawa and Yobe have been particularly hard-hit. The obnoxious
situation in the three states triggered the former President Goodluck Jonathan
to declare a State of Emergency in 2013, coupled with intense military
presence in the three states. However, the Boko Haram’s ideology of a “just
and egalitarian Islamic State” attracted majority of people in the zone because
of the high rate of poverty, unemployment, ignorance, illiteracy, destitution
and despair.

However, this “call to arms” in the name of religious justice has given
Boko Haram the enablement to execute full scale-war of terrors in the region.
with ready and willing soldiers from among the indigenes. Majority of Boko

Haram’s fighters saw the group’s ideology as a mechanism that offers them a
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pervasive purpose to life. Although the Northern populace mostly abhors the
violence, there is considerable local sympathy and support for Sharia Law,
seen by many as the only panacea to end what was regarded as corrupt and
inept government. Also, clashes between the group and the Nigerian Military
dovetailed in a widely circulated online video of the killing of the sect leader
in 2009. Since this period, violent attacks on civilians by Boko Haram have
left widespread devastation in the North-East, most especially, the BAY
States. Today, the unabated violence of Boko Haram has resulted in different
crises affecting more than 14.8 Million people most especially in the BAY
States (Borno, Adamawa and Yobe). About 2.3 Million people left their
various homes and 7 Million people are estimated to be in need of
humanitarian assistance after six years of unabated conflict (DTM RoundI-V1.
2015, p.3). Statistics have also revealed that a total some of 176,000 IDPs. in
a bid to avoid all trauma, had moved en mass to areas out of Nigeria’s borders
and have been displaced within the territories of Nigeria’s neighboring
countries Chad, Cameroun and Niger as at 2015 (PCNI, 2016). About 25,000
people have lost their lives. Host community resources are being depleted and
an estimated 3 Million people living in inaccessible areas for most of 2015
with unknown needs. People trapped in conflict affected areas fear death and
abduction and many were missing, while the destruction of infrastructure and
disruption of livelihood have aggravated preexisting low levels of access to
education, health and other social services. Men and woman of different age
brackets were compelled and forcibly recruited by armed groups and
thousands of women and girls have become victims of sexual harassment,
enslavement, while some have been used as suicide bombers. As the crisis
began to reach its climax in 2013, the Boko Haram terrorist group drove

citizens that refused to pay allegiance to them from their homes and took
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control of such communities in parts of Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states
most especially in 2015 (PCNI, 2016).

Boko Haram attacks seemed to have reached its climax in mid April
2014, when about 276 school girls in Chibok town of Borno State were
conveniently kidnapped, leading to uncontrolled outrage against the Boke
Haram group by local and international stakeholders. However, those
communities in Adamawa, Borno, Gombe and Yobe that escaped major
violent disruptions now serve as the host of the internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs).thereby overstretching food and water supply as well as the provision
of many essential and basic services. The capital of Maiduguri, Borno's
capital, alone received almost half of all the IDPs in the North-East leading to
widespread of both official and unofficial IDP Camps in the region (NEMA.
2015).This disastrous situation has prompted the National Emergency
Management Agency (NEMA) and the affected States Emergency
Management Agency (SEMAs) to significantly engage in the distribution of
rélief materials to the Internally Dispiaced Persons in the region.
Theoretical Approaches to Boko Haram and Humanitarian Crises in the
North-East

This work adopts the Failed State theory to explain Boko Haram and
humanitarian crises in the BAY States. Different attempts have been made to
explain the intensity of terrorism in Nigeria through the lenses of the theory.
It is evidential in the literature of conflict studies that nation states exist to
provide basic amenities as well as ensuring the standard of living that will
provide greater happiness for the greater number of people. It is the duty of
states to attend to the legitimate concerns and demands of their citizens

(Rotberg, 2002, Dollard, 1939, Selg, 1979).
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The success or failure of a state depends primarily on the living
condition of the people in the country. Experiences have revealed that
majority of states fail to provide basic amenities, security of life and property.
heath care facilities, infrastructure, employment opportunities and legal
framework for law and order. These indicators of failed states are evident in
Nigeria. Once the state is unable to perform these primary responsibilities, the
state will automatically lose its legitimacy in the eyes of citizens (Rotberg,
2002). In this kind of situation, some people will naturally transfer their
allegiances to more responsive authority groups while some people will go
further by becoming terrorists (Benjamin, ef a/ 2013). Rotberg (2003) asserts
further to present the comprehensive and graphic description of failed state as
a “polity that is no longer able or willing to perform the fundamental task of
nation state in the modern polity™.

According to Rotberg, nation states fail because they are convulsed by
internal violence and can no longer provide greater happiness for greater
number of inhabitants (Rotberg, 2003). The rise and fall of nation state is a
new phenomenon in the modern time, the idea of failed state featured
predominantly in the international system after the end of the Cold War.
Basically, nation states constitute the building blocks of legitimate order
while the violence and weaknesses of most African states, Asian, Oceania and
Latin America states threaten the very foundations of the system
(Abrahamsen, 2005).

There are a number of pre-conditions for strong, weak and failed states
to emerge. States succeed or fail across all or some of these conditions. But
their rating varies; it is according to their performances and levels of their

effective delivery of the most crucial goods. As Rotberg puts it thus:
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